PANIC-STRICKEN REBELS,

Williams talk fast, and Geary suspend his favorite Kansas
stories and tales of the Mexican war. In the language of
the football men, the Unions for a few hours, ' had a hard
tussle.' They lost heavily, but managed to keep on the
Atlanta side of the Peach Tree. Newton planted his big
cross, made of soldiers, at the east end of Thomas's line,
and Newton, though no doubt badly terrified, was as al-
ways, too obstinate to go back. Thomas's modesty put in
additional reserve batteries and kept pieces of iron rattling
among the chapparal and alders of those low-land inter-
vales. So Thomas and Newton preserved that weak left
flank from capture. Hood had put forth his tremendous
energy, but was baffled and turned back to his cover with-
in the fortified lines of Atlanta."

By this time the people of Georgia were fully roused
from their old feeling of false security. They had seen
the Union Army march triumphantly over the mountain
barrier at the northwest. They had seen their favorite
commander, Johnston, and his great army, driven from
point to point and forced to'surrender positions which had
been deemed impregnable. And now Sherman's con-
quering hosts, flushed with success, had crossed the
Chattahoochee and lay only eight miles from Atlanta.
Consternation prevailed throughout the State, and the
people of Atlanta itself were panic-stricken. Nor were
they allowed to gain new courage by a respite. Sherman's.
advance upon the city suffered no delay. A strong
cavalry force was pushed forward from Decatur, Alabama,
to Opelika, and thence to Marietta, completly cutting off
Johnston's army from all sources of supply and reinforce-
ment in that direction. Sherman also brought up fresh
stores from Chattanooga. July i/th a general advance was
made.rming way. several miles out from
